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I. The Meaning of Stewardship 

1. The New Testament word for stewardship is “oikonomia”, from which we derive the word 

economy.  

2. This word means "management of a household," and it refers to the responsibility that is 

entrusted to a manager.  

3. A steward acts as an administrator of the affairs and possessions of another.  

4. As Christians, we have been entrusted with a stewardship; the things we call our own are not 

really ours, but God's...  

 

II. The Responsibility of Stewardship 

A. God is our Master, and we are responsible to manage His affairs and possessions.  

1. This explodes the popular misconception that we give God His percentage and the rest is 

ours.  

2. According to Scripture, we are accountable to God for everything.  

3. Whether we have much or little, our key responsibility as His stewards remains the same: 

faithfulness.  

 

B. In the parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30), the amounts differed, but each slave was 

entrusted with something.  

1. The rewards were not based on how much they were given, but on what they did with what 

they were given…. 

2. Significantly, the first two slaves were equally praised, though the first was given five talents 

and the second was given two.  

 

III. The Scope of Stewardship 

1. When the topic of stewardship comes up, most people think of only one area: money.  

2. Stewardship is faithfully using whatever God gives us (opportunities, interests, skills, 

employment, family, talents, spiritual gifts, land, money, etc.) for His glory.  

3. The theme of stewardship ranges from Genesis 1-2 when God made the man and woman 

stewards of this planet, to Revelation 21-22 when God will make His children stewards of 

the new creation. 

 



 

 

IV. The Lifestyle of Stewardship 

A. If biblical stewardship involves every facet of life, it requires a basic commitment on our 

part: we must present ourselves to God as His servants, with no conditions attached.  

1. The real issue of stewardship is whether we are administrating our affairs and possessions as 

though they are ours or as though they are God's. 

2. Am I the lord of my life, or is God the Lord of my life?;  

3. Whether we realize it or not, we face this decision many times in the course of each day.  

 

B. All of us have legitimate physical and psychological needs, and God wants us to trust Him to 

meet these needs.  

1. Satan would deceive us into depending upon our own abilities and resources to meet our 

needs, while God tells us to depend upon Him.  

2. The difference between grabbers who live for themselves and givers who live for God and 

others is the difference between saving our lives for our own sakes and losing our lives for 

Christ's sake (see Mark 9:34-37).  

3. When we trusted Christ, we exchanged the old for the new; we passed from death into life, 

from darkness to light, from sight to faith, and from an earthly to a heavenly citizenship 

(John 3:36; 2 Cor. 5:17; Phil. 3:21; Col. 1:13).  

 

V. Stewardship of Time 

A. Each of us have been given enough time to accomplish God's purpose for us on this planet.  

1. The Scriptures exhort us to invest our time wisely, reminding us that God determines the 

length of our stay on earth.  

2. Time is our most valuable asset, but without a proper perspective, we will spend it foolishly.  

3. Just as it is wise to budget our financial resources, it is also wise to budget our use of time.  

4. How much quality time do we spend with the Lord, with our spouse, with our children, and 

with our non-Christian friends?  

5. God wants us to be faithful stewards, not squanderers, of the time He has given us. 

 

VI. Stewardship of Talent 

A. We have seen that stewardship in the Scriptures always relates to the management of 

something that does not belong to us, but to someone else.  

1. Even our talents and special abilities belong to God.  

2. This is true not only of musical, artistic, athletic, academic, business, and persuasive talents, 

but also of the spiritual gifts we have received.  

 

B. Another aspect of good stewardship is that we learn to concentrate on the things we can do 

well and not worry about the things we cannot do.  

1. Our calling is to be trustworthy with what we have been given, and not to envy or covet 

another person's abilities or ministry.  

2. Eph. 2:10 


