
 

 

Radical Love Handout 
Luke 6:27-35 

 
I. Radical Love is Positive Not Retaliatory (6:27-30) 

A. Jesus begins with a statement, “Love your enemies.”  
1. He states that on the heels of his enemies (religious leaders) hanging on his every word to 

catch him in a fault... 

2. The word love is “agape,” it’s love that is committed to the highest good of the one loved; 

3. Then Jesus adds, “Do good to those who hate you.”;  

- It is not enough just to refrain from getting even; 

- It is not sufficient to separate yourself from the one who has wronged you; 
4. Jesus says that we must actively do good to the wrongdoer!; 

5. “Bless those who curse you.”  
6. When I read this considering our current reality in the world of racism... I said, Lord you 

asking for too much... 
 

B. Jesus gives us further direction: “Pray for those who mistreat you.”  

1. He doesn’t mean to pray the imprecatory (spoken curse) psalms;  
2. He’s saying, rather than throwing a pity party for yourself because you have been 

mistreated, feel compassion for this sinner who is headed to hell, if God does not 
intervene.; 

3. You can’t be a child of God and be ok Mistreating people/Racially Profiling People... “ 
 

C. Then Jesus gives His well known “turn the other cheek” teaching.  
1. This often has been wrongly interpreted to mean that a Christian should never defend 

himself against aggression;  
2. It also has been used to argue that believers should not join the military or the police force; 
3. When soldiers asked John the Baptist what they should do to repent, he did not tell them to 

get out of the military, but rather not to use force wrongfully (3:14); 
4. Jesus is also teaching that we should confront those who are in sin; 
 
D. So, what does Jesus mean to turn the other cheek?  

1. In Matthew’s account, Jesus stipulates getting hit on the right cheek; 

2. Luke refers to someone hitting you on the jaw, but the principle is the same:  
3. The FACT that they hit you unjustly identifies them as an ENEMY...; 
4. The Spirit to fight back stems from selfishness and pride; 
5. When Jesus commands us to offer the other cheek, He is not speaking literally. 

6. Jesus sums this up in the next principle, known as “the golden rule”: 
 
II. Radical Love Treats Others As We Want To Be Treated (6:31). 
A. If everyone would follow this simple rule, we would have no angry quarrels, no lying, 

stealing, abusive speech, or violence; 



 

 

1. Someone has said, “The Golden Rule is of no use to you unless you realize that it is your 
move.” 

2. In this verse, Jesus confronts our selfishness, because to obey this principle we must think 
of others and not of ourselves;  

3. Loving self is at the root of all our conflicts and relational problems.  

4. Contrary to current “wisdom,” we don’t need to learn to love ourselves. 
 
B. The overarching principle to guide how we are to love our enemies it to do to others as 

we want them to do to us; 
1. We often have reversed the principle in our living and even in our teaching.  
2. This is how we reverse the principle;  
3. Even the Jewish rabbis and writers instructed the people to not do to others what you 

would not have done to you. 
4. Jesus is teaching us to be proactive.  
 
III. Radical Love Demonstrates True Transformation to All (6:35). 
A. Jesus sums up His directives in this verse.  

1. When He says that “you will be sons of the Most High,” he does not mean that you become 
a child of God by your loving deeds, but rather that you prove or show it in that way.... 

2. We bear His likeness, just as our physical children bear a resemblance to us as parents.  
3. Most of these people never express their gratitude to God. Yet He keeps on giving it to 

them.; 
 
B. Jesus doesn’t asks you to do anything he doesn’t model first.  

1. The only way you can begin to climb the Mount Everest of loving others with Jesus ’is to Let 

God’s radical love that found you as a sinner, flow through you to those who have 
mistreated you.... 

2. Thanks be to God that Jesus became the change he wished to see in a world of SIN. 


