
strengthened by the holy spirit, the
disciples keep on preaching. more and
more people believe
in jesus. one day
a man named
barnabas brings
the disciples a
large bag of
money.

another man, ananias, wants to appear
generous. but he also
wants to keep most of
  his money. so he lies ...

at peter’s words, ananias falls down dead. some 
young men wrap up his body and take it away. a few 
hours later, his wife sapphira, comes. she doesn’t 
know what happened. she answers peter’s questions
 with the same lie her husband told.

why
are you giving
all this money

to us?

I sold
a field. I want
you to use the
money to help
followers of

jesus.

we, too, have
sold our land, and
we’re giving all of
that money to help

the church.

ananias, you
could have done anything

you wanted with your money.
but don’t pretend you’re giving
all of it when you’re not. you

haven’t lied to me; you’ve
lied to god!

sapphira,
how dare you try to
trick the holy spirit?

listen! here come the men
who already buried your
husband; you will need
their services as well.

Spring        Les. 09



Lesson 9, Page 2

instantly, sapphira falls dead on the floor.
the followers of jesus see this as a warning to 
anyone who tries to deceive god or the church.

he can’t walk.
please make

him strong so he
can run and play
with the other

children.

everyone who comes is 
healed. the high priest 
and the ones who work 
with him are so jealous 
they can’t stand it. 
they hate seeing people 
come into town to be 
healed. in a fit of  
rage, they have the 
disciples arrested 
and thrown into jail.

I cannot heal
him, but jesus, the
son of god, can. in

jesus’ name, I tell you
your son is healed.

this time
they’re not

getting out. we’ll
put an end to this

nonsense!



Lesson 9, Page 3The start of a quarrel is like a leak in a dam, so stop it before it bursts.
     Proverbs 17:14, MSG



Would you want yourself for a friend? Before you 
start listing all of your excellent qualifications, 
take this friendship quiz to discover how well you 
rate as a friend. Read each situation, and then  
circle the choice that best describes what you 
would do.

1. If you were choosing 
sides for soccer, who would 
you want on your team?

a. Only the best players.

b. Your friends.
c. Whoever wants to play.

3. You want to go to an 
amusement park. Your friends 
want to go to a children’s 
museum. You all wind up at 
the museum. How would you 
act the rest of the day? 

a. Pout and complain.

b. Act bored, even if you were
 enjoying the museum.
c. Make the best of the day.

2. Your parents gave 
you an expensive toy for 
your birthday. Would you 
let someone else play with it 
right away?

a. Absolutely not!

b. It depends on who asks.
c. Yes.

4. You like to tease your 
friends. But is teasing ever 
wrong?

a. No, as long as no one gets
 hurt.

b. It’s never wrong.
c. Sometimes it can be wrong.  
 It depends on a person’s
 attitude.

Are Y
ou a

 

“Bes
t Fr

iend
?”



5. You were invited to join 
your friend’s family at their 
cabin. Another friend who was 
dying for an invitation didn’t 
get one. If his friend asks you 
about the cabin, what would 
you do?

a. Change the subject really fast.

b. Give a vague answer, one that’s

 not really a lie nor the truth.
c. Try to explain the situation.

6. You finally figure out 
why your friend has been  
winning the game you’ve  
been playing. He was cheating! 
What would you do?

a. Call him a cheater and quit
 playing.

b. Start cheating, so you can win.
c. Call a time-out and give your

 friend another chance to play
 fairly.

Do you remember what Jesus 

said about doing to others as 

you would have them do to you?

In other words, treat others the 

way you would want to be treated. 

(That’s called the Golden Rule— 

see Matthew 7:12.)

 Go back over the answers you 

circled, and put a star next to 

the ones that show the way you’d 

like to be treated if the situations 

were reversed. Or put an X next 

to another answer that shows how 

you’d like to be treated.

 How many of your answers 

were the same? Different? Think 

about this: What things do you 

need to change in order to treat 

your friends and family the same 

way you’d like to be treated? 

Ask God to help you make 

those changes and be a better 

friend.

Illustrations by Donna Nelson



Answer: row 1—frame 5; row 3—frame 1; row 4— 
frame 6; row 6—frame 2.

1. I’m in “heaven” and also in “hop.”

2. I’m in “hope” and in “joy.”

3. I’m in “glory” and also in “bliss.”

4. I’m in “you” and “day.”

5. I’m in “beauty” and in “book.”

6. I’m in “life” and in “kind.”

7. I’m in “blessed” and in “bright.”

8. I’m in “hold” and also in “lift.”

9. I’m in “honest” and also in “free.”

Answer: If you have selected the correct 
 letters you will have the words “Holy Bible.”
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Give your brain cells a little stretch with these three puzzles.

Pix Puzzle PagePix
Can you place four more X’s on the 
square so that no two of them will be 
in the same row up, down, across, or 
diagonally?

X

X

1
2
3
4
5
6

What Letter Am I?

Michael, Alex, Cole, and Joe play four different sports: soccer, baseball, 
football, and basketball. The teams they play on wear uniforms with 
blue, green, red, or orange tops. Use the following clues to figure out 
who plays what sport and the uniform color. 
(Hint: you may want to use a graph to keep track of your answers.)
 Clues: 
   Michael doesn’t play basketball but he does wear blue.
   Alex plays baseball but he doesn’t wear green or red.
   This boy plays football and he wears red.
   Joe plays basketball.

Michael plays _____________ and wears ____________.

Alex plays _____________ and wears ____________.

Cole plays _____________ and wears ____________.

Joe plays _____________ and wears ____________.

Answers: Michael: soccer, blue; Alex: baseball, orange; 
Cole: football, red; Joe: basketball, green

Who Plays What?



Guide (pointing out the  
wonders of Niagara Falls to a 
proud Texan): Now, isn’t this 
something? Do you have  
anything like this in Texas?
Texan: Nope, but we got a 
plumber who could fix it.

Dick: I know a woman who 
had snu in her blood.
Jane: What’s “snu”?
Dick: Oh, nothing much. 
What’s new with you?

Illustration By Shawn Finley

Teacher: Jimmy, how did you 
get that terrible swelling on 
your nose?
Jimmy: I bent over to smell 
a brose.
Teacher: There isn’t any “b” 
in rose.
Jimmy: There was in this one!

Bill: I fell over 20 feet last night.
Mark: Wow! Weren’t you hurt?
Bill: No, I was just trying to get 
to my seat at the ballpark.

Mother: Why don’t you like your 
new teacher?
Daughter: She told me to sit up 
front for the present. Then she 
never gave me the present!

1. I’m in “heaven” and also in “hop.”

2. I’m in “hope” and in “joy.”

3. I’m in “glory” and also in “bliss.”

4. I’m in “you” and “day.”

5. I’m in “beauty” and in “book.”

6. I’m in “life” and in “kind.”

7. I’m in “blessed” and in “bright.”

8. I’m in “hold” and also in “lift.”

9. I’m in “honest” and also in “free.”
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Do you like your  
chimney-cleaning job?
Soots me.



1. It was a hot and dry summer. 
Wildfires burned near a city. A 
small group of children decided 
to gather all their coins. Then 
they took the money to the store 
to buy bottled water for the 
firefighters on the lines. They 
wanted to give what they could 
to people who were working 
hard to save their community. 
Read more about giving in  
2 Corinthians 9:7.

3. What are ways you can give? 
Is it as simple as a smile or time? 
Is it a project to work on with a 
group? How can you act on what 
is in your heart to do? 

    faith
forward

Check out what God’s Word says about being a cheerful giver:

a Acts 4:32-36          a Acts 5:1-11          a Mark 12:41-44

4. Write down your giving plan. Include realistic goals and details. 
How well are you doing on your plan to become a cheerful giver?

in touch with God

  key verse 
Each of you should give what 
you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  
 2 Corinthians 9:7

devotional                                             PIX

Copyrighted material; permission required to reproduce.

Pause a minute

Play it out

Take a look back

Record your thoughts

2. Meet Barnabas. He knew 
some early Christians needed 
money. He sold a field and 
brought the money to the 
apostles so they could give it to 
those who needed it. Barnabas 
gave from his heart. A man and 
woman named Ananias and 
Sapphira also sold property. They 
pretended to give everything 
to the apostles, but really kept 
money for themselves. The Bible 
tells us that their giving really 
was a lie to God.  

There are many ways to give—
but the key to that giving is in 
your heart. Don’t give for fame, 
power, popularity, and so forth. 
Instead pray about how or what 
you can give. When you have 
decided cheerfully in your heart 
what to do, then it’s time to 
give!
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